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Congtegs of the Enited States
TWashington, BEL 20510

January 9, 2007

The Honorable Mark Keenum

Under Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculturae
Faxm & Forelgn Agriculture Serviees
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-0003

Dear Under Secretary Keenum:

We are writing regarding the proposal to closa eight Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county offices in Montana. We believe that these closures
will harm farmers and ranchers without providing increased efficiencies.
We do pot believe it is wise to close these offices, and urge you to
reconesider this proposal.

We underatand the impoxtance of efficiency mnd cogt savings,
However, from what we can gee, eliminating eight offices will cut a
ngcessary service to large segments of the agriculture community and
provide minimal cost savings.

¥F8A offices provide valuable agsistance to farmers and ranchers for
faxrm programs and compliance with vagulations. Shutting down local PSA
offices would hurt Montana ag producers by decreasing their access te
federal agriculture programs. Additionally, this change comes at a time
when the basilc structure of production agriculture could geo serious and
momumental changes.

F8A's 'plan 8ppears to rely on a computer system and technology that
hasnrt worked well iz the past. Bven with a workable FSA online aystem,
many in rural Mentana do not have access to the internet.

We are algo concerned that this plan zrelies wpon employees relocating
to shared offices. If empleyees chooge not to relocata, offices laft ocpen
will see no increasa in efficiencies.

Fipally, as tha process continueg, we ask that the public ba given
the opportunity to comment on closures. At a minimum, farmers, ranchers
and interested community members should be allowed to fully participate in
meetings, Furthermore, we believe that approptriations language requires
that pefore any offices are closed, open mestinge must be held in the
county where the office will be closed.
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We take the closure of thege FSA offices seriously, and realize that
once clegsed, these offices will likely never reopen. We ask you to
reconsider your proposal.

8incerely,

7 ;Zmééauiculsl' s<e 1; a’on: Zester
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Dennis Rehbprg

¢c: Randy Johnson, Exgcutive Director
Montana Farm Service Agency



